How to Write a Lab Report

	Descriptive Title
Introduction: This is a paragraph that introduces the topic. You should not need to research this in order to write the paragraph. You should be able to write a coherent paragraph from your notes and what was discussed in class. Use key vocabulary from the unit. 

Purpose: A single question that states the problem (or question) you are trying to answer.

Hypothesis: If…(insert what is changed or what you are doing), then (insert what you think will happen/what you think you will see or observe), because (insert WHY you think this will happen, give a reason for your guess).

Materials: This is a list of all the materials that you need to do the experiment.  This list should include the NUMBERS of the items needed.

Procedure: List the steps that you went through to conduct the experiment.

Data Table: 
· Should be done with a ruler and a pencil (NO WHITEOUT!!)

· Title

· Heading for each column (what was being measured)

· Units for each column

Graph: 

· Should be done with a ruler and a pencil (NO WHITEOUT!!)

· Title

· Axes should be labeled and have units of measurement
· A key should be provided when necessary

· Numbers should be correctly/evenly spaced

· Independent variable should be listed on the X axis

· Dependent variable should be listed on the Y axis

Conclusion: This section shows YOUR UNDERSTANDING of the lab. An good conclusion will be about 2 – 3 paragraphs long and will follow the argumentation from evidence format. 
Paragraph One:

· Claim – Your claim is the answer to the question you were trying to answer. This should be the first sentence in your paragraph. If you have multiple claims, you need to address them in separate paragraphs.

· Evidence – Your evidence is the data you collected during the lab – Use your data to support and backup your claim. Discuss the patterns in your data; reference the ACTUAL numbers and trends seen in your data table and graph.
· Reasoning – Provide an explanation for what your data tells you. Explain why or how the evidence/data supports your claim. 

Paragraph Two:
· Reflect on your original hypothesis, does your data support your original idea or not? Explain your answer. 

· Discuss sources of error or ways to improve the experiment. What were the problems with the experiment? What could make it better?

· Discuss the conclusiveness of your results based on the number of trials you did, class results, etc.  Can you be sure about the results of your experiment?

	


